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ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 10-14 ISO-00 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-02 INR-IO L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
SP-02 SS-I5 ICA-20 /I06W 

123975 0I1454Z/64 

R0II346ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7201 
INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0863 

E.0.11652:N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, SF 

SUB: REPORTED INVESTIGATION OE DOCTOR'S ACTIONS 
IN BIKO CASE 

REE: 77 PRETORIA 6938 

1. THE SUNDAY AERKIAANS NEWSPAPER RAPPORT CARRIED AS ITS 
LEAD STORY ON APRIL 30 AN ARTICLE STATING THAT A COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOUTH AERICAN MEDICAL AND DENTAL COUNSIL IS PRESENTLY 
INVESTIGATING POSSIBLE STEPS AGAINST THE THREE PORT 
ELIZABETH DOCTORS INVOLVED IN LOOKING AETER STEVE BIKO 
DURING HIS DETENTION LAST YEAR. THE DOCTORS CONCERNED 

ARE CHIEF DISTRICT SURGEON BENJAMIN TUCKER, HIS ASSISTANT 
IVOR LANG, AND ANOTHER PHYSICIAN, C. HERSCH. ACCORDING TO 
RAPPORT, THE COUNCIL IS INVESTIGATING THEIR 

"PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOUR" IN THE BIKO CASE. RAPPORT STATES THAT 
THE INVESTIGATION IS UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN 
BECAUSE OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED EROM VARIOUS OTHER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00863 011453Z 

DOCTORS, ALTHOUGH IT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE COUNCIL 
MAY BE ACTING ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE AS THE RESULT OF 
THE INQUEST REPORT WHICH WAS FORWARDED TO THE COUNCIL 
LAST YEAR. 

2. VARIOUS ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING THE RAND 
DAILY MAIL AND THE POST HAVE PICKED UP THE RAPPORT 
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RAPPORT STORY AND CARRIED IT IN LESS SENSATIONAL FORMS. 

NELSON 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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